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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION CHECKLIST
O’Neill Pumping Plant Circuit Breaker Replacement Project

South-Central California Area Office August 5, 2009

Background: The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Act) is an
economic stimulus package, worth up to $787 billion, which was signed into law on
February 17, 2009 for the purpose of stimulating the United States economy during a
significant economic downturn. The Department of the Interior has been tasked with
managing $3 billion in investments as part of the Act in order to jumpstart the economy,
create or save jobs, and address long-neglected challenges. Of the $3 billion, one billion
will be invested in water infrastructure across the United States by the Bureau of
Reclamation (Reclamation). Out of this, $260 million will go to projects in California
that will expand water supplies, repair aging water infrastructure, and mitigate the effects
of a devastating drought the state is currently experiencing. An additional $135 million is
available for grants for water reuse and recycling projects.

The O Neill Pump-Generating Plant (O’Neill), a Reclamation facility constructed
between 1964-67, is located within the San Luis Dam quadrangle, Section 1, Township
10 south, Range 8 east, Merced County, California,12 miles west of the City of Los
Banos (Figure 1). O’Neill consists of an intake channel leading off the Delta-Mendota
Canal and six pump-generating units (Figure 2). These units consist of two sets of circuit
breakers. One circuit breaker set turns the pumps on and off and allows the units to
operate as pumps to lift water from 45 to 53 feet into the O Neill Forebay. The circuit
breaker set, operates as generators when water is occasionally released from the forebay
to the Delta-Mendota Canal. When operating as pumps and motors, each unit can
discharge 700 cubic feet per second and has a rating of 6,000 horse-power. When
operating as turbines and generators, each unit has a generating capacity of about 4,200
kilowatts.

Part of the Act funding has been awarded to replace and upgrade the switchgear circuit
breakers at O’Neill that are used for pumping water and generating electricity.

Proposed Action: Reclamation proposes to replace and upgrade the existing switchgear
circuit breakers at O’Neill. The Proposed Action includes:

e Inspection of existing power circuit breakers and switchgear lineups.

e Purchase, testing, and installation of twelve 4,160 volt replacement power circuit
breakers.

e Removal and disposal of 12 existing power circuit breakers from the switchgear
lineups.

e Installation of a computerized remote racking system within the existing
switchgear cabinet, including modifications of the control circuits of the racking
mechanism. The remote racking system is a computerized system that
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mechanically pushes breakers into the lineup allowing employees to be further
away from electrical equipment during maintenance.

The new racking system and circuit breakers would be tested in the field in conjunction
with the existing switchgear lineups.

All work to be done is within existing equipment. No new construction or ground
disturbance is associated with the Proposed Action.

Purpose of Action: The purpose of the action is to replace older circuit breakers and to
upgrade the switchgear lineup by adding a remote racking system that would allow for
mechanical instead of manual manipulation of electrical equipment providing a safer
working environment.

Exclusion Category: 516 DM 14.5 D (1). Maintenance, rehabilitation, and replacement
of existing facilities which may involve a minor change in size, location, and/or
operation.
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Evaluation of Criteria for Categorical Exclusion

1. This action or group of actions
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would have a significant effect on the No _X Uncertain Yes

quality of the human environment.

2. This action or group of actions No_ X Uncertain
would involve unresolved conflicts

concerning alternative uses of available

resources.

Evaluation of Exemptions to Actions within Categorical Exclusion

1. This action would have significant No _X Uncertain
adverse effects on public health or safety.

2. This action would have an adverse No_ X Uncertain
effect on unique geological features such as

wetlands, wild or scenic rivers, refuges,

flood plains, rivers placed on the nationwide

river inventory, or prime or unique

farmlands. (Same as 516 DM 2, Appendix 2,

Part 2.2).

3. This action will have highly No _X Uncertain
controversial environmental effects.

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

4, This action will have highly No _X Uncertain ___ Yes

uncertain environmental effects or involve
unique or unknown environmental risks.

5. This action will establish a precedent No _X Uncertain
for future actions.

6. This action is related to other actions No_X Uncertain
with individually insignificant but

cumulative significant environmental

effects.

Yes

Yes
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7. This action will affect properties No Uncertain
listed or eligible to be listed in the National
Register of Historical Places.
8. This action will adversely affect a No Uncertain
species listed or proposed to be listed as
endangered or threatened.
9. This action threatens to violate No Uncertain
Federal, State, Local or Tribal law or
requirements imposed for protection of the
environment.
10. This action will affect Indian Trust No Uncertain
Assets.
11.  This action will disproportionately No Uncertain
affect minority or low-income populations.
NEPA Action: Categorical Exclusion _X  EA EIS
Environmental commitments, explanation, and/or remarks:
[1Yes XINo Environmental commitments are required and attached.
[1 San Joaquin Kit Fox Avoidance and Minimization Measures
[1 Giant Garter Snake Avoidance and Minimization Measures
[] California Tiger Salamander Avoidance and Minimization Measures
[] California Red-Legged Frog Avoidance and Minimization Measures
[1 Other:
Air Quality:

There are no air quality emissions associated with this project; therefore, there are no

impacts to air quality.

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
































